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Project Team

Hecate
› Preston Shultz
› Paul Turner

AgriSunPower
› Felix Garcia
› John Largen
› Jay Poole

Consultants
› Chris Tuck – Attorney 
› Timmons Group – Engineering
› Eden & Associates – Aviation   



Project Area

Project area is primarily pastureland around 
New River Valley Airport



Economic Development



Economic 
Impact

• Total project investment: 
Projected $400 million

• 130 Construction Jobs

• $420,000 annually in new 
additional tax revenue

• Total tax revenue = $15 million 
over 35-year life of Project



Working with the Community
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Construction Overview

• Construction expected to take 10-12 months.

• Minimal impact to the surrounding area during 
construction. No heavier machinery than what is 
currently being used for agricultural activity.

• Major construction activities limited to delivery of 
components, piling installations, and cable 
trenching. 

• Pilings and Racks 

• Piles Driven into ground, 6-10 feet.

• Racking mounted 6-10 feet at highest point.

• Single Axis Trackers follow the sun

• Rotate East to West at 5 min intervals

• Solar Modules 

• Non-Reflective

• Spaced ~20 feet apart



Working with the Community 
• Viewsheds will be maintained by minimizing visual impact of the facility

• Vegetative screening will be utilized to protect viewsheds where necessary



Community Benefits

NO BURDEN TO COUNTY 
SERVICES

POSITIVE ECONOMIC 
IMPACT – TAX REVENUE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
ATTRACTANT



County Investment



Economic Development 
Attractant



Solar Energy



How Solar 
Works 



Engineering &
Technology

• The Project will be configured as a ground-mounted 
solar farm with photovoltaic (PV) panels on 
galvanized steel tracker racking structures. 

• It will include rows of single-axis trackers, oriented 
in a north-south direction, that rotate the PV panels 
from east to west following the sun’s daily path, 
optimizing the amount of power the solar farm can 
produce. 

• The tracker structure is low-profile, approximately 
10 feet high above grade at the tallest point (about 
the height of field corn stalks). 

• The solar panels planned for this Project are the 
crystalline type commonly used for residential 
rooftop systems. They contain the same materials 
(glass, aluminum, plastic) used in many household 
products such as windows.



Understanding Solar 
Panels 

* What IS a solar panel? 

Steel and glass (made from sand)

A microwave oven omits more 
radiation than a solar farm



Environmental Studies

• Community impacts are rigorously studied in the 
Special Use Permit process. Issues pertaining to 
community, wildlife or wetland impacts are addressed 
as part of this comprehensive process.

Additional Studies Conducted
✓ Land use, geology, soils, water resources, wetlands, protected 

species, cultural resources, viewshed analysis, noise, 
transportation, socioeconomics are all studies that are being 
conducted by professionals hired by Hecate Energy. 



Environmental 
Stewardship
• Hecate Energy’s environmental philosophy is based on 

protecting our air, earth and water with clean energy. 

• Maintenance and Cleaning

✓ If solar panels are broken or damaged through acts 
nature or otherwise, there are no materials that will 
leak out or pollute the air or ground. Hecate Energy will 
be responsible for any repairs or maintenance. 

✓ Panels do not require washing with chemicals. To the 
extent washing is needed, which is expected to be 
infrequently due to regular rainfall, distilled water will 
be used.

Did you know?

Solar energy does not pollute local water resources because 
solar photovoltaic cells do not rely on water to generate 
power. 



Community Benefits

• Minimal impacts – primarily temporary 
construction impact; and visual impacts 
can be appropriately mitigated

• No burden to County services

• Positive economic impact – tax revenue

• Economic Development attractant



Please send questions to 
info@aspenergy.net

For more information, visit:

https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/health-and-
safety-impacts-of-solar-photovoltaics

mailto:info@aspenergy.net
https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/health-and-safety-impacts-of-solar-photovoltaics

