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Pulaski Historic Commercial District
Spurre d  by the  construction of the  Norfolk a nd  W e ste rn Ra ilwa y line , Pulaski’s d owntown se rve d  a s the la te 19th-
ce ntury ind ustria l a nd  com m e rcia l ce nte r of the county. The re location of the county se a t to Pulaski in 1895 ce m e nte d
the  town’s pre e m ine nce in the re g ion. As with m ost of the  m a nufa cturing  ce nte rs that spra ng  up a long  the  Norfolk a nd
W e ste rn line , prospe rity d e cline d  sig nifica ntly following  the Econom ic Pa nic of 1893. Growth throug h the first d e ca d e s
of the 20th ce ntury thus was g ra d ua l, a nd  the  town’s g e ne rously sca le d  pla t of 1888 fille d  in slowly. The d istrict tod a y
re ta ins the context a nd  fa bric of a  turn-of-the -ce ntury boom  town. It com prises m ost of Pulaski’s com m e rcia l ce nte r
a nd  consists of som e  one  hund re d  build ing s includ ing  com m e rcia l structure s, ind ustria l build ing s, m ulti-fa m ily
d we lling s, two ra ilroa d  d e pots, a church, the courthouse , the form e r hig h school, a nd  the town pa rk.

Pulaski’s historic re sid e ntia l d istrict was pla tte d  a long  with the town’s com m e rcia l a re a s in 1884 a nd  1888 by the Pulaski
La nd  a nd  Im prove m e nt Com pa ny. The  spacious ne ig hborhood  d e ve lope d  g ra d ua lly a nd  was not fully built out for seve ra l
d e ca d e s. By 1913 it ha d  som e  100 houses a nd  by tod a y it has ove r 350 houses. Accom m od a ting  both fa ctory worke rs a nd
fa ctory m a na g e rs, the  fa bric of the d istrict is a g ra phic illustra tion of Am e rica ’s cra ving  for ind ivid ua l id e ntity. Eschewing  the
uniform ity that has cha ra cte rize d  worke rs’ housing  in m a ny othe r countrie s, this ne ig hborhood  ha s re m a rka ble  d ive rsity.
Dra wing  from  a pe rha ps a  d oze n d iffe re nt stylistic influe nces, the houses va ry in size , sha pe , use of m a te ria ls, a nd
orna m e nt, a ll built ove r ha rd ly m ore  tha n a ha lf ce ntury. Architectura l hig hlig hts a re  provid e d  by the d istrict’s e ig ht churche s.

Pulaski Historic Residential District

This irre g ula rly sha pe d  d istrict ta ke s in m ost of the south sid e  of the  town of Pulaski. The a re a  was the location of the
m a jority of the town’s busine sses a nd  re sid e nces in 1886 whe n Pulaski, form e rly known as Ma rtin’s Ta nk, was
incorpora te d . A le a d ing  contributor to the com m unity’s g rowth was the Be rtha  Z ink a nd  Mine ra l Co. The com pa ny’s
worke rs’ houses, com m issa ry, a nd  office occupy the d istrict’s west e nd . A contra st to the usua l d e tache d  fra m e
worke rs’ houses is the Be rtha  Com pa ny’s two-story, six-unit re sid e ntia l structure  on State Stre e t. By 1900 the d istrict
ha d  a cquire d  a n unusua lly fine  colle ction of Que e n Anne  re sid e nces, m ost of the m  e m be llishe d  with fa ncy wood e n
porche s with sa wn-work or turne d  orna m e nts. The closing  of seve ra l ind ustrie s be fore  or d uring  the  De pre ssion slowe d
g rowth a nd  fa cilitate d  the  pre se rva tion of the ne ig hborhood ’s e a rly 20th-ce ntury cha ra cte r.

Pulaski South Historic Residential & Industrial District
This m ile -long  line a r villa g e  is one  of the re g ion’s m ost picture sque a nd  we ll pre se rve d  19th ce ntury turnpike  towns.
Newbe rn was la id  out in 1809 by Ad a m  Ha nce with twe nty nine  lots a long  the  W ild e rne ss Roa d . Purcha se rs we re
re quire d  to build  a house within two ye a rs “a t le a st 16 fe e t squa re , 1 1/2 storie s hig h of he wn log s with a stone  or brick
chim ne y.” The d om ina ting  house type s— the two story re cta ng ula r log  house a nd  the  two-story fra m e  house, both
she a the d  in we a the rboa rd s–conform  to the se  sta nd a rd s. These we ll-finishe d  log  build ing s m a ke  the d istrict
re pre se ntative not of a frontie r se ttle m e nt but of a se cond  g e ne ra tion villa g e . Newbe rn beca m e  the county se a t in
1837. The courthouse burne d  in 1893 a nd  county se a t was re m ove d  to Pulaski, a m ore  prom ising  site on the ra ilroa d .

Newbern Historic District

This tiny com m unity on the ba nks of the Little Rive r, in the sce nic e a ste rn section of Pulaski County, was found e d  in the 1820s
by Asie l Snow, a n im m ig ra nt from  New Eng la nd . By the 1850s the villa g e  ha d  becom e  a sm a ll m a nufa cturing  ce nte r with
ind ustrie s that utilize d  loca lly prod uce d  ra w m a te ria ls such as iron ore , lum be r, a nd  wool. An e a rly prog re ssive school a nd  the
county’s first newspa pe r, public libra ry a nd  Ma sonic te m ple  we re  initia te d  in Snowville . The ind ustria l a nd  com m e rcia l activity
ha ve a ll but d isa ppe a re d  le a ving  Snowville  a sle e py, tre e -e m bowe re d  rura l settle m e nt of m ostly la te 19th a nd  e a rly 20th-ce ntury
structure s. The principa l la nd m a rks of the line a r d istrict a re  the  Snowville  Christia n Church a nd  the  d istinctive m a sonic te m ple .
W ith fe w conte m pora ry intrusions, Snowville  re ta ins the se nse of 19th ce ntury isola tion that cha ra cte rize d  m a ny pre  ra ilroa d
villa g e s.

Snowville Historic District

The town of Dublin ca m e  into be ing  in 1854 whe n the Virg inia  a nd  Te nne sse e  Ra ilroa d  e stablishe d  a  d e pot whe re  the  ra il line
crosse d  the Gile s a nd  Pulaski Turnpike . The se ttle m e nt beca m e  a ce nte r of com m e rce  a nd  tra nsportation. As such, it se rve d  a s
a Confe d e ra te  a rm y supply link d uring  the  Civil W a r, ove r which the  1864 battle of Cloyd ’s Mounta in was foug ht. The d istrict’s
e a rlie st build ing s d a te to the m id -19th ce ntury but the m a jority we re  built following  the Civil W a r into the 1920s with its he yd a y
occurring  in the  e a rly 1900s. Tod a y a com m unity of som e  2000, Dublin pre se rve s a n unhurrie d , sm a ll-town qua lity with a m ix of
una sse rtive com m e rcia l a nd  re sid e ntia l a rchitecture . The  houses a re  g e ne ra lly fre e -sta nd ing , sing le -fa m ily structure s in sha d y
ya rd s. A principa l la nd m a rk is the 1913 Norfolk a nd  W e ste rn Ra ilwa y d e pot, a low wood e n build ing  m a rking  the  he a rt of the
d istrict.

Dublin Historic District

Draper Historic District
The Town of Dra pe r, pe rha ps bette r d e scribe d  as a villa g e , is
locate d  on the south sid e  of Inte rstate 81 in southweste rn
Pulaski County, at the junction of two roug hly pe rpe nd icula r
roa d s, Gre e nbria r Roa d  (Route 658) a nd  O ld  Ba ltim ore  Roa d
(Route 654) that e ffe ctive ly se rve as the town’s m a in stre e t. A
sm a ll num be r of historic com m e rcia l build ing s a re  cluste re d
ne a r the  roa d  junction a nd  a d ja ce nt to the form e r Norfolk a nd
W e ste rn Ra ilroa d  line , which ha s be e n re purpose d  into the
New Rive r Tra il State  Pa rk, a  57-m ile  hiking  a nd  biking  tra il
tha t follows the New Rive r south to the la te 19th- e a rly 20th-
ce ntury ind ustria l towns of Frie s a nd  Ga la x, Virg inia . The New
Rive r is a short d ista nce from  Dra pe r.
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